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ROCKY NECK PARK TRAIL BRIDGE

HAER No. CT-165

Locatlon: Rocky Neck State Park

Foot trail over New Havan Railroad

East Lyma

Naw London County, Connecticut

USGS Quadrangle: Niantic, CT UTM: 18.7306856.4575460

Enginaer/Architact: State of Connecticut Department of Public Works

Fabricator: Amaerican Bridge Company

Date of Conatructlon: 1934

Praaant Owner: Connecticut Dapartmant of Environmental Protaction, Parka Division, Hartford,
Connecticut

Presant Uaa: activa footbridga

Slgnificance: Eracted in 1934 by tha Fadaral Emargency Raliaf Administration, the Rocky

Neck Park Trail Bridge is a kay transportation alament of Rocky Neck Park and
carries a foot trail across the New Haven railroad tracks to the Rocky Neck Park
Pavilion, tha largast Daprassion-ara structura built in Connecticut. Tha Rocky
Nack Park Trail Bridga is alao an unusual aurviving axampla of a railroad
footbridge.

Projact Information:  The National Railroad Passenger Corporation {(Amtrak}, in asaociation with the
Faderal Railroad Administration {FRA), is proposing a number of infrastructure
projecta to upgrade the Northeast Corridor Railroad right-of-way in Connecticut,
Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. In conaultation with the State Historic
Preservation Officera (SHPOa), Amtrak and FRA hava datarmined that tha
proposad "Northaast Corridor Improvamant Project —Electrification: New Haven,
Connacticut to Boston, Massachusatts” project will have advarae impacta on
significant historic properties. Three memoranda of agreement outlining
stipulations to aliminate, minimize, or mitigate adverse project impacts have
baen draftad by Amtrak, the FRA, and the respective SHPOs, and hava baan
accepted by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. The stipuletions
includa the recordation of the Rocky Nack Park Trail Bridga to Historic
Amarican Enginaaring Record standards.

Praparars: Virginia H. Adams, Senior Architectural Hiatorian
Matthew A. Kierstaad, Industrial Historian
The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.
210 Lonsdala Avanua
Pawtuckat, Rhode Island 02860




ROCKY NECK PARK TRAIL BRIDGE
HAER No. CT-165
{Page 2)

PART | DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge is located within Rocky Neck State Park in Eaat Lyme, Connecticut.
The bridge spans the Amtrak Northeast Corridor main line at Milepost 112.74, directly north of the
Rocky Neck Park Pavilion. The bridge and a vehicular underpaaa immediately to the eaat provide
access from the main part of Rocky Neck Park to the Pavilion and picnic grounds. The immediate area
is wooded with views acroaa tidal marshea and Long laland Sound. The bridge apana the two main line
railroad tracks where they pass through a narrow rock cut.

The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge is a single-span eteel-arch footbridge measuring 36 feet long between
its stone end posts. The structure consista of two, two-part steel girder arches located 13 feet, 4
inches apart. Each arch consists of two arched ateel bearns, one above the other, that touch at their
apex. Each lower beam has a radiua of 59 fest, 6 inches and each upper beam haa a radiua of 142
feet. The lower beama are footed directly Into the walls of the rock cut and the upper beams end at
the bases of the stone end posts. The upper and lower beama are connected by ten vertical steel
posts, and the two parallel arch girder unita are connected by X-bracea at the outermoat aeta of
verticals. The arches aupport a asctional cast concrete slab deck with 3-foot 8-inch-high aclid timber
railings. The ends of the railinga are anchored by 8-foot tall, aquare, horizontally-couraed fieldstone
lantern piers. These piera reeemble medieval towera with steep pyramidal roofe with copper caps and
vertical rectangular openings below the alate tops.

PART Il HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge apans the National Railroad Passenger Corporstion {Amtrak} Northeast
Corridor, a high-speed passenger rail line that connects Boaton, Massachuaetta to New York City,
Baltimore, and Waehington, D.C. Thia route originally consiated of aeveral paaaenger and freight
railroads with end-te-end-connections, which were consolidated into the Amtrak aystem in 1971. The
segment of the Northeast Corridor that includea the Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge was originally
chartered in 1B4B as the New Haven and New London Railroad. Construction waa completed in 1B52,
and in 1B5B the railroad wae taken over by the New York, Providence and Boaton, or the “Stonington
Road". In 1B92 the New York-to-Boston line was included in the growing New York, New Haven and
Hartford Railroad {New Haven) system. Through rail connection to New York City wae not realized until
the Thames River at Groton, Connecticut waa finally bridged in 1BB9 {Karr 1995:94-986).

The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridga is an important transportation feature of Rocky Neck Park. This
557-acre tract overlooking Long Island Sound waa acquired by the State of Connecticut in 1931. Park
improvements were started by the Federal Emergency Relief Association in 1934 and complated by the
Civilian Works Adminietration in 1936. The bridge was fabricated by the American Bridge Company
of Trenton, New Jersey. American Bridge, a subsidiary of the United States Steel Corporation, waa
founded in 1900 and rapidly became a dominant steel fabrication concern, absorbing more than half
of the nation’s ateel fabricating capacity {Darnell 1984:B5-86). The adjacent 356-foot long Rocky
Neck Park Pavilion was the largest of all Depreasion-era Worka Progreaa Adminiatration public works
projects constructed In Connecticut. The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge waa built to connect the
Pavilion with the parking lot, picnic areae, and hiking traila, and wae augmented by a vehicular
underpass located east of the bridge {(McCahon 19B5).

The Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge is a emall but intact example of a steel arch, a bridge building method
developed in the early twentieth century and later auperseded by concrete and atructurel ateel. The
arch form was likely choaen for the Rocky Neck Park Trail Bridge in 1934 for its aeathetice rather than
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for any angineering advantaga. Espacially in its end piers, the bridge shares the picturasque, rustic
scheme of the Park Pavilion and other similar WPA-ara structures which strassad tha usa of local,
natural matarials (Anon. 1993).

PART Il SOURCES OF INFORMATION
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